
ORDINANCE NO. 5 718

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ALBANY MUNICIPAL CODE CHAPTER 6.04 AND REQUIRING
THE LICENSING OF DOGS, REGULATING THE CIRCUMSTANCES UNDER WHICH MORE
THAN TWO MATURE DOGS CAN BE KEPT ON A SINGLE PROPERTY, AND ESTABLISHING
AN ANIMAL CONTROL ASSESSMENT TO BE IMPOSED UPON VIOLATORS.

WHEREAS, ordinances of Linn and Benton counties currently require dogs to be licensed; and

WHEREAS, the Albany Municipal Code does not currently have a requirement that dogs within the City
be licensed; and

WHEREAS, enforcement of county dog licensing requirements will be enhanced by the adoption of a

corollary licensing requirement in the Albany Municipal Code; and

WHEREAS, violators of animal regulations should be assessed a fee to help defray the cost of animal
control and enforcement; and

WHEREAS, the current two-dog limit imposed by the Albany Municipal Code is inflexible and does not

provide a non-discretionary exception for pet owners who scrupulously abide by all animal control

regulations.

NOW, THEREFORE, THE PEOPLE OF THE CITY OF ALBANY DO ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1: Dog Licenses Required. AMC Chapter 6.04 is amended by the inclusion of Section 6.04.010
to read as follows:

6.04.010 Dog License Required.
1) Any person, family, or business owning or keeping a dog which has a set of permanent
canine teeth or is six months old, whichever comes first, shall license said dog(s) pursuant to

the ordinances and/or regulations of the county wherein the dog is kept.
2) The license tag supplied by the county shall be attached securely to a collar or harness
on the dog whenever the dog is outdoors and not contained within a fenced yard, enclosed

pen, or by a chain on the property of the owner."

Section 2: Exception to Two Do Limit. AMC 6.04.015 is amended to read as follows:

Number of Dogs Permitted.

1) Except as provided in subsection (2) of this section, no person, family, or business shall keep
more than two dogs past the age of six months on any property within the City except within a

kennel which has been approved in accordance with the City of Albany Development Code

regulations. For purposes of this section, a dog shall be deemed to be "kept" by any adult

person who resides at the property on which the dog(s) is housed or maintained. A dog
shall not be deemed "kept" if it is being temporarily cared for and is licensed to a third-

party who is not a resident of the household.

2) Any person, family, or business wishing to keep more than two (2) dogs past the age of
six (6) months as an exception to section (1) above may apply for a permit to do so and shall
be issued a permit allowing the keeping of not more than four (4) if all of the following
criteria are met: The City Manager- grant ° exemption + ti limits ` 

r L
in subsection

ef this section pursuant to preeedufe, er-itefia, and tef:ms set fef4h in this
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a) The applicant has fully completed an application in a form provided by the City
Manager and/or his/her designee for that purpose; and Proeedllfe The „..oeedu fe to be use

for- an e*emptioa shall be as fellows:

i) An appheant for- aii exemption shall file an appheatienwith the City Managef
aeeempanied by an appheation fee of $50.00. The appheation shall speeify the number- 0

dogs sought to be kept and any proposed eonditions or- r-estfietions i"ieh the appheant is

willing to obsef-,?e as a eenditien of the exemption. The Gity Manager- may pr-emulgale-an

ii) Upon r ee r+ rr1 tion, ? of an the Gity ?`'
t^ 

shall mail tt r
to a„Upto own pr-opeftywithin 300 feet of the-pfoposede

exemption loe tinn A
Y J S the mailing will be oti.. f.oW

the
r:`_ r.r_---

t"

4tten eomme the appheation to be stibmit4ed within 10 days.
b) The applicant has provided proof that all of the applicant's adult dogs are fully

licensed by the county of the applicant's residence; and Criteria The Git-y Manager-
gfant an exemption pefmit4ing the keeping of mor-e than twe dogs past the age of si?E months,
upen a deteFminatien that the dogs are unlikely to be - tee as defined in AAIG
6.01.170.

c) Neither the applicant, nor any person residing with the applicant have been convicted
of the violation of any ordinance, code, or regulation, concerning the care, possession,
maintenance, or control an animal within five (5) years prior to the application; and

setting fefth the grounds for- the proposed exemptionr-eveeation and allEAVing "tteff e0fflffient-,
within 10 days, by the exemption holder-.

i) The issuanee of an exemption or- its feveeation shall not be void as a Festilt o_f the, failere
of any per-son to r-eeeive any of the notices r-equir-ed hefein.

ii) The City Manager- may delegate the atithw:ity grantedby this seetioH tE) othef Gitysta
fnembefs as t'e4he dee t

d) The applicant has paid a fee of $50.

3) The exception provided for in Section ( 2) shall be revoked without the need for any
administrative or judicial action in the event that the exemption holder or any person
residing with the exception holder is or has been convicted of any violation of any animal
control regulation of the City of Albany or Linn or Benton counties,or any other unit of

government.

4) The exception to the two-dog limit set forth in subsection (2) above shall be valid for a

period of three (3) years, after which a new application shall be required in the event that
applicant wishes to continue the exemption.
5) The exemption provided for herein may be revoked at any time by the City Manager or

his/her designee upon a finding that the exemption holder is no longer eligible for the

exemption under the criteria set forth herein. The City Manager shall provide the permit
exemption holder with a written notification of the grounds for revocation of the exemption
and give the exemption holder an opportunity to be heard orally or in writing upon such
reasonable terms as the City Manager may proscribe. The decision of the City Manager
shall be final.

Section 3: Animal Control Assessment. AMC 6.04.190 Violation - Penalties is amended to read as

follows:

1) Any person violating any of the provisions of this chapter is subject to those penalties set
forth in Section 1.04.010 of this code. In addition to the penalties therein provided, the court may
direct the destruction of any dog that is a biter of persons or killer of domesticated animals.
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2) In addition to those penalties provided for in section (1) above, any person violating any

of the provisions of this Chapter shall be assessed an Animal Control Assessment of $100, in
addition to such other fines and assessments as may be set by the Court.

3) Violations of any provision of this Chapter shall be prosecuted as strict liability offenses,

subject only to the violation penalties and procedures of AMC Chapter 1.04.010."

Passed by the Council: July 8, 2009

Approved by the Mayor: July 8, 2009

Effective Date: August 7. 2009

Mayor
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ATTEST:


